Toronto Process Document for the Written Consent Release 

This document outlines local process information for the application of the Written Consent Release Pilot Project for the Toronto Regional Bail Centre. The pilot project will be implemented using a phased approach, beginning with matters where the accused is represented by duty counsel. The pilot is scheduled to begin on October 19, 2026.

1. Application of the Pilot: 

a. Written Consent Releases will be available for adult accused persons in custody after arrest, at any Toronto Police Division or who are held on remand at Toronto South Detention Centre (TSDC) and Toronto East Detention Centre (TEDC).

b. The Written Consent Release Pilot Project in Toronto is available to accused who are appearing in court that day. 

c. Counsel will advise the presiding judicial officer in bail court that they have come to an agreement on proposed release conditions and that the Proposed Consent Release form and associated documentation has been submitted in accordance with this process to be considered by the presiding judicial officer in Intake court. The matter will be traversed to Intake, as the Proposed Consent Releases will be processed in Intake court. 

d. Written Consent Releases are currently not available for: 
· Youth matters.
· Federal matters.
· Matters where a release with a surety is required.
· Matters where private defence counsel is conducting the bail hearing.

Process: 

a. The Bail Vetter will complete the top portion of the Proposed Consent Release form, including the accused’s name, information number(s), charge(s), and the Crown’s position.  The Bail Vetter should also check off any proposed conditions that reflect the Crown position on release in the form and then forward the form to Duty Counsel. 

b. Duty Counsel will complete the Proposed Consent Release form and return it to the Bail Vetter.  The Proposed Consent Release form is not fully completed and signed until Duty Counsel has reviewed the conditions with the accused and indicated that on the form. Crown counsel will ensure duty counsel has daily Bail Vetter contact information. 

c. Once Crown Counsel and Duty Counsel reach an agreement on the proposed conditions of release, the fully completed and signed Proposed Consent Release form along with all relevant documents must be sent by the parties to Court Services Division (“CSD”) at this email, cc’ing the applicable Crown email address(es):

CSD: 2201Finch.Consentbail@ontario.ca

Relevant documents must be included with the Proposed Consent Release submission, as applicable, including but not limited to:

· Copies of previous release orders (for s. 524 matters);
· Bail Program documentation, including the BP Verification Form;
· Mental health plans and supporting service care letters or other relevant documentation;
· Criminal record, if applicable;
· Any other documentation necessary to support the proposed release plan.

d. If an interpreter is required for the accused to review the conditions with the Intake Justice of the Peace, Duty Counsel must indicate that in the body of the email sent to CSD when submitting the form.  

e. Proposed Consent Release forms that are not fully completed and signed will not be considered by the Court. 

f. Counsel must include the following information in the subject line in the email submitted to the Justice of the Peace and Court Services containing the Proposed Consent Release form and it must be formatted in this way: 

LAST NAME_FirstName_CONSENT_RELEASE _ DD_MM_YYYY [footnoteRef:1] [1:  If the application is sent to a Court Services Division email address other than this dedicated address, and without the required Subject Line details, the application may not be actioned.] 


g. Counsel must save the Proposed Consent Release form using a filename in accordance with the Serving and Filing Criminal Court Documents - Ontario Court of Justice (see below).  Do not use special characters or punctuation and separate components of the filename with “_” (underscore) NOT “–“ (hyphen): 

LASTNAME_FirstName_CONSENT_RELEASE_DD_MM_YYYY

h. The presiding judicial officer will review the Proposed Consent Release from Intake Court Monday to Friday from 9:00am – 3:30pm. If a consent release is ready after 3:30pm it will remain in the divisional court to be addressed. 

i. A divisional court will remain open until there is confirmation that there are no outstanding consent releases to be addressed by the Intake Court.
 
j. The presiding judicial officer will either approve the proposed release conditions and proceed with reviewing the release conditions with the accused to confirm the accused will comply, or the Proposed Consent Release will not be approved.  
	
k. Where the Proposed Consent Release is not approved: Court Services will advise the parties by reply email and the matter will appear in the divisional court in which it was scheduled, on the same day the application was not approved.

l. Where the Proposed Consent Release is approved: the presiding judicial officer will review the release conditions with the accused on the record using audio/video conferencing.  Counsel need not attend.  If a member of the public wishes to observe, contact: OCJCommunicationsOfficer@ontario.ca

m. If the presiding judicial officer approves the Proposed Consent Release but is unable to confirm that the accused will comply with the conditions of the order for any reason, for example: 

a) The accused refuses and/or,

b) in reviewing the conditions with the accused, it becomes clear the conditions are inappropriate for any reason and/or,

c) the accused disagrees with one or more of the proposed conditions,

the Proposed Consent Release will not be made, Court Services will advise the parties of the outcome, and the matter will return to the divisional court in which it was originally scheduled. 

n. If the presiding judicial officer approves the Proposed Consent Release Order and confirms that the accused will comply with the conditions, the release order will be made, and the accused will be released. 

o. Court Service staff will complete the necessary release documents and provide them to the presiding judicial officer for signature. Once signed, staff will update the information and distribute paperwork to relevant participants.

